OPENING STATEMENT BY AMB. (DR) AMINA MOHAMED CBS, CAV, CABINET SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA DURING THE REGIONAL MINISTERIAL CONSULTATION ON LAND AND PROPERTY RIGHTS OF IDPS AND REFUGEES FROM THE ICGLR MEMBER STATES ON 23RD APRIL 2015 IN LAICO REGENCY HOTEL, NAIROBI
HONORABLE MINISTERS,

THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE GREAT LAKES REGION (ICGLR), PROF. NTUMBA LUABA,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF UN HABITAT, DR. JOAN CLOS

UN SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE GREAT LAKES REGION, MR. SAID DJINNIT,
MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS,
NATIONAL COORDINATORS,  

EXCELLENCIES,

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

IT’S MY GREAT PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NAIROBI AND TO THIS IMPORTANT MEETING AND HOPE THAT SO FAR YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR STAY.  I THANK THE ORGANIZERS FOR CHOOSING KENYA AS THE VENUE FOR THIS IMPORTANT MEETING. I ALSO WISH TO THANK UN-HABITAT FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT NOT ONLY TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THIS MEETING BUT ALSO TO OTHER PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS OF THE ICGLR. 
THE ISSUE OF RETURN OF REFUGEES AND IDPS TO THEIR ORIGINAL HOMES, IF NOT PROPERLY MANAGED MAY RE-IGNITE LOCAL CONFLICTS OVER LAND AND OTHER RESOURCES AND LEAD TO A NEVER ENDING CYCLE OF CRISIS AND DISPLACEMENT. THE PROTOCOL ON THE PROPERTY RIGHTS OF RETURNEES OFFERS A KEY GUIDE FOR MEMBER STATES TO ENSURE THAT REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS, UPON RETURN TO THEIR AREAS OF ORIGIN, RECOVER THEIR PROPERTY AND GET LEGAL REMEDIES FOR LOSS OR DESTRUCTION OF THEIR PROPERTY. THIS IS A PREREQUISITE FOR REFUGEES TO FEEL SAFE AND CONFIDENT TO RETURN HOME AND REBUILD THEIR LIVES. 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
THIS MEETING COMES AT A TIME WHEN THE ISSUE OF REFUGEES AND IDPS HAVE BECOME TOPICAL IN KENYA AND THE REGION. AS YOU MAY BE AWARE, IN ADDITION TO IPDS, THE CONFLICT IN OUR REGION HAS ALSO PRODUCED MILLIONS OF REFUGEES. REFUGEES HAVE BENEFITTED FROM UNRESTRICTED ACCESS TO THE TERRITORIES OF THOSE COUNTRIES. THIS DISPLACED POPULATION OUTSIDE THEIR COUNTRY ENCOUNTER HARSH ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES IN THE NEW AREAS OF SETTLEMENT THAT INCLUDE DROUGHT, FLOODS AND DISEASES. 
KENYA HOSTS THE BIGGEST REFUGEES POPULATION IN DADAAB AND KAKUMA CAMP WITH MORE THAN HALF A MILLION PEOPLE. A WHOLE GENERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE HAS GROWN TO ADULTHOOD IN THESE REFUGEE CAMPS DUE TO THE CONFLICT SITUATION IN THEIR COUNTRIES AND KNOWS NO OTHER HOME. 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

DESPITE THE FOREGOING ACTS OF GENEROSITY, THE CONSEQUENCES OF HOSTING LARGE NUMBER OF REFUGEES HAVE BEEN SEVERE TO THE GOVERNMENTS AND THE HOST COMMUNITY. THE SUDDEN LARGE INFLUX OF REFUGEES EXERTS NEW PRESSURE TO THE ENVIRONMENT THAT COULD FURTHER WEAKEN THE LIVELIHOOD BASE AND SOCIAL SAFETY NET OF THE HOST COMMUNITIES. FURTHER, THE REFUGEES NOT ONLY IMPACT ON ECONOMY BUT ALSO COMPETE FOR RESOURCES WITH HOST COMMUNITIES.

IN PARTICULAR, KENYA HAS BORNE A HUGE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL BURDEN OF HOSTING SUCH A LARGE NUMBER OF REFUGEES FOR A LONG TIME. FURTHER, SOME UNDESIRABLE ELEMENTS HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE CONGESTION AND DESPERATION IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS TO ORGANIZE AND PERPETRATE TERRORIST ATTACKS IN THE COUNTRY. 
THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA REMAINS COMMITTED TO ITS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS TO OFFER REFUGE TO THOSE WHO FACE DANGER AND PERSECUTION IN THEIR COUNTRIES. HOWEVER THERE IS NEED TO ENSURE THAT REFUGEES WHO WANT TO RETURN TO THEIR COUNTRIES ONCE THE SECURITY SITUATION HAS IMPROVED ARE ACCORDED THE NECESSARY SUPPORT TO SETTLE AND LIVE NORMAL LIVES AGAIN. COUNTRIES RECOVERING FROM CONFLICT SITUATIONS SHOULD THEREFORE MAKE DELIBERATE EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE AND FACILITATE THEIR NATIONALS LIVING OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY TO RETURN HOME AND CONTRIBUTE TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
I BELIEVE THAT THIS MEETING’S DELIBERATIONS AND OUTCOME WILL ACT AS AN IMPETUS FOR MEMBER STATES TO REDEDICATE THEMSELVES TO THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROTOCOLS ON THE PROPERTY RIGHTS OF REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS AND CREATE CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR HOME COUNTRIES WHEN THEIR SAFETY AND SUBSISTENCE ARE GUARANTEED. 
THERE IS ALSO NEED FOR COUNTRIES WHOSE NATIONALS ARE HOSTED IN OTHER MEMBER COUNTRIES TO INITIATE CONVERSATIONS ON THE MODALITIES AND TIMING FOR THE RETURN OF SUCH REFUGEES.  TO THIS END, I AM PLEASED TO INFORM THAT KENYA, SOMALIA AND UNHCR HAVE ALREADY SIGNED A TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AND LAUNCHED TRIPARTITE COMMISSION TO GOVERN THE VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF SOMALI REFUGEES LIVING IN KENYA. IT’S MY SINCERE HOPE THAT THE PROCESS WILL IMMENSELY HELP THE REFUGEES RETURN TO THEIR NORMAL LIVES.   
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE IS THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT THE EMERGENCE OF VIOLENT CONFLICT WHICH LEADS TO AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS IN MEMBER STATES IS PREVENTED. I URGE MEMBER STATES TO WORK TOGETHER TO ADDRESS EMERGING THREATS SUCH AS YOUTH RADICALIZATION AND TERRORISM TO ENSURE THAT THEY DON’T LEAD TO MASS DISPLACEMENT OF PERSONS. CLEARLY, THE COST OF HOSTING, RESETTLING AND RE-INTEGRATING REFUGEES IS EXTREMELY HIGH COMPARED WITH THE COST OF PREVENTING THEIR DISPLACEMENT IN THE FIRST PLACE.     
AS I CONCLUDE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I WISH TO INVITE YOU TO TAKE TIME OFF YOUR BUSY SCHEDULE TO VISIT AND ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL TOURISM ATTRACTIONS AND THE HOSPITALITY OF THE PEOPLE OF KENYA BEFORE RETURNING TO YOUR COUNTRIES. 
FINALLY, I WISH YOU FRUITFUL DELIBERATIONS AND HOPE THAT THE OUTCOME OF THIS MEETING WILL GO A LONG WAY IN IMPROVING THE POLICY FRAMEWORK IN MEMBER STATES FOR THE RE-INTEGRATION OF RETURNING REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS.
THANK YOU
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